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ADDRESS. 


a friends and 2 ee pupils of the 

Hebrew Sunday School! Feelings which 
spontaneously arose in my heart, dictated my 
answer to a note from the Superintendent of this 
Institution. I wrote, that to address you on the 
life and character of Rebecca Gratz was a privi- 
lege, the exercise of which I would not suffer to be 
delayed. Wherefore, the announcement that, at my 
own instance, it would be postponed until the ex- 
piration of the autumnal festivals, must needs have 
created surprise, if not disappointment. Yet, I am 
certain that when I say to you, my action was 
unavoidable,” the apology offered with sincerity 
will be received with kindness. Would I, without 
sufficient cause, defer to pay the last tribute of re- 
spect to a social benefactress? Your minds will, 
like mine, instinctively repel the thought. For, you 
know that whatever is lovely in human nature; 
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that the qualities which irresistibly command ad- 
miration, Rebecca Gratz possessed in a pre-eminent 
degree. Wisely did the ancient teachers of our 
people assert, that a person universally esteemed 
may safely be regarded a creature beloved of God. 
For—despite any opinion to the contrary—the pub- 
lic at large will discover to whom honor is rightly 
due. The hypocrite, the time serving, the dema- 
gogue, will often ‘obtain followers and receive 
applause, but tottering is the ladder they have 
ascended. A puff of an adverse wind will hurl it 
to the ground.—The populace will wantonly 
destroy to morrow the object they deify this day.— 
Not so with the individuals whose sterling worth 
is unobtrusively exhibited. They will gain a hold 
so powerful on the heart of the community, that 
the hand of time can never loosen. This fact, the 
life of Rebecca Gratz has obviously demonstrated. 
A being does not exist who, having enjoyed her 
acquaintance, denies that she was a noble type of a 
Jewess. Nay, thousands have, in unison of 
thoughts, pronounced her a bright ornament to the 
Congregation of Israel. I shall not repeat before 
you what is legendary of her early years. Hxag- 
geration may have been busy concerning her, as it 
ordinarily is regarding all personages who have 


5 


appeared on the stage of life. Yet, I unhesitatingly 
believe that, in a contest between religion and 
human affections, the former would have won 
within her a decisive victory. And who can, with 
certainty, declare that she did not suppress the 
tenderest emotions of the heart, to continue faithful 
to her God? ... Iwas shown, on one occasion, 
a miniature portrait representing the features of our 
Rebecca, as when in the spring of her existence. 
Beauty sat enthroned thereupon. If to the attrac- 
tive graces of that visage we add the endowments 
of the mind; if we add to a dignified bearing and 
to suavity of manners, the fascination of wealth, we 
will readily justify the surmise that literary cele- 
brities, among men of another creed, coveted the 
hand of that charming maiden of the house of 
Judah. For, around her a circle was formed which 
comprised talent and high-standing, and which few 
Tsraelites could, in those days, have fittingly joined. 
She, still, remained unwedded to man; not to whirl 
round a world of fashion and of pleasure, but to 
devote her best energies to do the will of out Father 
that is in Heaven; to study how she could benefit 
the lowly and hapless; how she could improve the 
rising generation of her own brethren. Respected 
Friends! It is to the earnestness of her endeavors 
1* 
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that we owe the establishing of an Institution 
which has become the mould wherein others of a 
like character have since been shapen. The Sun- 
day school which Rebecca Gratz founded in our 
midst, directed, taught in, and rendered acceptable 
to hundreds of her Philadelphia coreligionists, irre- 
spective of their extraction and mode of worship, 
is recognized a necessity in many American cities, 
where Hebrews congregate. The goodly thought 
which impelled our sainted sister to give it origin, 
has influenced other minds. 

‘To supply Jewish children with some knowledge 
of the ancestral faith, and, at the same time, foster 
sentiments of brotherhood, a weekly gathering “of 
a large number of our youth should be promoted. 
The schools they mostly frequent, though pro- 
fessedly free from religious bias, are, nevertheless, 
by no means, calculated to impress our sons and 
daughters favorably touching our belief in the 
immutability of the Sinaic revelation. Some- 
times, unhappily, there is also a lack at home of 
those external aids preservative of the spirit of 
Judaism. The Sunday school, therefore, without 
much pretension, has proved itself an element of 
decided utility in the rearing of many a Jewish 
child. And I, with all the reverence that the 
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memory of its founder inspires, and the regard 
entertained for its present superintendent, would 
beg to suggest how, in one instance, to heighten 
the advantages that may be derived therefrom. 
The pupils of a class far advanced, might, occa- 
sionally, receive instruction in a branch of learning, 
I deem essential. They might be shown the cor- 
rect meaning of various Scriptural passages, on 
which the adherents of a creed antagonistic to 
that we profess, strive to build their stronghold, 
to the ruin of our time-honored religious fabric. 
The reflections covertly cast upon our tenets by 
their secular teachers and schoolmates would then 
fail in their mischievous tendency. Books in the 
vernacular are extant, which can afford that teach- 
ing; the version of others on the same topic, 
written in a foreign tongue, might be procured. 
Early imbued with that important knowledge, our 
sons would grow like healthful plants in the courts 
of Israel’s God; our daughters would remain as 
beauteous pillars ornamenting the palace of the 
King of kings. Verily, to that end did Rebecca 
Gratz labor unweariedly, and with a zeal which 
neither age nor the infirmities attending it could 
abate. I may say, and commit no offence, that 
the adoption of almost forcible measures occa- 


8 


sioned her final withdrawal from the field of her 
activity, since the expostulations urged by affec- 
tion could not prevail. Her anxious relatives 
resolved that a life so dear, should no longer be 
deprived of that rest which it ought to have en- 
joyed, at a much earlier period. The venerable 
octogenarian yielded; but her mind followed the 
occupations which her person had been wont to per- 
form. Eager were her inquiries from the friends 
who visited her in her retirement, concerning the 
objects that had long engaged her attention. While 
memory lasted, that noble-hearted woman identi- 
fied herself with the condition of those, the further- 
ing of whose happiness she had considered the 
bounden duty of her life. How multifarious and 
how sublime those self-imposed duties! The wants 
of the orphans had commanded her warm sym- 
pathies. Frequently had she wended her steps to 
the asylum where those unfortunates are sheltered. 
Her gentle voice dropped words of comfort. Her 
reproof was but a kindly advice; her encouraging 
utterances softened her motherly admonition. The 
years in which that exemplary Israelite devoted 
her time, her talents, and her means on behalf of 
an institution that cares for children bereft of their 


non-Israelite parents, exceeded even those she gave 


guts 
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her Hebrew Sunday school, and I have learnt that 
the success of that establishment of beneficence is 
confessedly ascribed, in a high degree, to her in- 
defatigable exertions. But I will not essay to 
enumerate the deeds which gained for Rebecca 
Gratz a name and an eternity of glory. Indeed, 
when I see amid this assemblage individuals, who 
were long associated with her in the discharge of 
godly acts, I feel my incapacity to speak becom- 
ingly of the subject of my address. Rise ye, 
respected Sisters, and tell how many and how 
strenuous had been the efforts of the honored 
deceased to alleviate sorrow; to impart instruction; 
to be foremost in doing charity, the last in with- 
holding support even from the undeserving. Re- 
late how she aided your association with timely 
loans and gratuities, that its beneficiaries be not 
exposed to suffering. Recount what your experi- 
ence has shown you of her philanthropic nature, 
of her abilities ever employed for noble purposes. 
Let this audience hear how commendably she ful- 
filled her task, for nearly half a century, as Secre- 
tary of the Ladies’ Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
how, as a directress of the Jewish Foster Home. 
What patronage she offered a scheme once set in 
operation for publishing useful works; what, every 


10 


enterprise which aims at the elevation of her people. 
I can best refer to her unfeigned piety. I, that 
weekly beheld the stately form of Rebecca Gratz, 
bent in adoration before God; I, that have wit- 
nessed the serenity pervading a mind sorely tried 
in the crucible of domestic afflictions; I, that have 
admired the unswerving fidelity of our sainted 
sister to the practices of her ancient faith, can, and 
will, say to the pupils of her Hebrew Sunday 
school: Dear children! six weeks ago the woman 
who gave origin to this Institution, was translated 
to a home befitting a creature so spotless. But 
her long stay upon earth sanctified her dwelling 
place. ‘ For, purity was the girdle of her loins, she 
was arrayed in righteousness as with a garment. 
The traces of her goodly deeds are discernible in 
many of the ways through which she passed. One 
of these is now notably set forth before your eyes. 
Gaze thereupon; you will perceive in it a safeguard 
against incredulity. The hand of Rebecca Gratz 
raised it. She desired to avert from you the most 
grievous of all evils. The sin of apostasy ; and she 
arose to your protection. She arose a mother in 
Israel. But you scarcely know by what powers 
she accomplished her mission so well. Listen and 
learn uprightness. Circumstances had brought 
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her into close contact with persons not of her faith. 
To all she evinced the same courteous demeanor. 
To all she proved uniformly beneficent. But she 
loved her people and prized her religion above all 
terrestrial objects, and she determined—doubtless 
when still young—that her conduct through life 
should reflect lustre upon both. That steadfast 
resolve infused within her a strength that resisted 
all allurements; overcame the severest impedi- 
ments. When others, infinitely her inferiors, felt 
abashed to own their Hebrew extraction before the 
stranger, she, openly, gloried in the line of her an- 
cestry. While others, dreading bantering, surren- 
dered the customs of the fathers, she kept them 
unflinchingly, and labored to render them respected. 
Humble and pliant, she was, nevertheless, too high- 
minded to brook an insult offered to her creed. 
No half-measure, no tampering with the Biblical or 
traditional laws would she permit herself. At 
home, every action of hers was the exponent of her 
belief. In her intercourse with the outer world, 
she daily illustrated the principles by which she 
was governed. The Gentile could but esteem the 
pious Jewess, unwaveringly constant to her religi- 
ous purposes. The Israelite regarded her with, 
pride and admiration. Who among you will en- 
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rich our community with characters so pre-emi- 
nently virtuous? Weneedthem. We need them, 
to elevate the standing of the Hebrews in America. 
We need them, to point out ina manner at once 
irrefutable and conspicuous, the. effects of the 
teachings of the Mosaic code. We need them, to 
silence the adversaries of Judaism, and encourage 
its friends. Dear children! You will have shown 
how greatly you cherish the memory of Rebecca 
Gratz, when you shall have shapen your future 
course after the bright model she exhibited. Her 
name is sweeter than precious ointment. Let 
yours be as fragrant; filling with its aroma all 
your surroundings. Ina word, imitate her moral 
excellencies. Be as consistently and unostenta- 
tiously religious, And when you shall, in turn, have 
become fathers and mothers in Israel, teach your 
offspring to number among the benefactors of our 
race, the founder and first directress of the 
Hebrew Sunday school ; even, the venerable and 
venerated REBECCA GRATZ, 


IN MEMORIAM. 


SPECIAL meeting of the Managers of the Phila- 

delphia Hebrew Sunday school, was held Septem- 
ber Ist, 1869, when Miss Louisa B. Hart, President, 
stated the object, and offered the following :— 

We are convened on an occasion more solemn than 
sad; the pure, pious life of ReBEcca Gratz has had 
its fulfilment on earth to be renewed in Heaven, we 
confidently hope, and humbly believe; whilst yet re- 
membering, “ that secret things belong to God.” 

The record of the life of the Founder and late 
Superintendent of the Hebrew Sunday school needs 
not, nor should have embellishment. When Miss 
Gratz is spoken of, it behooves us only to be guided 
by truth; truth; such as she practised in all the 
devious ways, that so prolonged a life must be sup- 
posed to have encountered. It is unquestioned, that 
her lips never uttered an equivocation, and it needed 


only to look on her countenance to feel the convic- 
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tion, that no ignoble thought ever sullied her soul, 
or found place in her mind. 

Rarely can there be met a life at once so eminent and 
so unrecorded, except in the private circles that she 
graced, and who delighted to do her honor. 

Prominent in the various Jewish Institutions that 
had the advantage of enrolling her as a member, she 
nominally (by her own choice) held only the positions 
that were least high-sounding, but most onerous, and 
which required the greatest ability to fulfil. Every 
member had occasion to, and did most gratefully re- 
cognize the influence that promoted the weal of the 
Associations ; and of those for whose benefit they had 
been instituted. 

Of few women could it be more truly said that “ her 
lips uttered wisdom and the law of kindness was ever 
found in her heart;” therefore her colleagues rarely 
combated her views, and even when she ceased active 
participation, the advantage of her counsel still abi- 
ded. 

In the Hebrew Sunday school as Superintendent, 
and for twenty-seven years, as President from the time 
of its incorporation, her admirable management even 
of its financial matters, gave permanence thereto.. 

Personal respect, veneration for her zeal, combined 
with the sacred purpose to instruct the youth of Israel, 
induced the writing and compilation of catechisms 
in the vernacular, by Rev. Isaac Leeser and others, 
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now forming the text-books for all the various Sunday 
schools, of which the one founded by her, is acknow- 
ledged to be the originator. 

To the teachers, her benignity rendered her so dear 
that her counsel was law; as to the pupils, their vene- 
ration was only equalled by their affection; altogether 
were united to her by links that distance, time, or cir- 
cumstances can never obliterate. 

Active and efficient until she numbered more than 
fourscore years, needs such a life words of eulogy? 
Nay! We have met to confirm ourselves in good 
works by the contemplation of this noble life; we feel 
elevated as women of Israel to know that she gloried 
to be one, and that our ancestral faith, has in her an 
example that its precepts, laws, observances, purified 
her soul, so that its necessity was to do good service 
to her fellow-mortals, until disenthralled, the silver 
cord loosened; it ascended to its, to our God. So let 
it rest in peace. Amen. 


Resolved that the above be published in the “ Press.” 

Resolved that Rev. S. Morais be requested to give 
a ‘* Memoriam,” on the re-opening of the school, and 
Rev. G. Jacobs a closing prayer. 


